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FOREWORD

The present edition of Rasacandrikn of Kavindra Madhustdana, a
court-poet of Mahardja Ramajivana-raya of Nadia (1695 A.D.) is
an addition—and I think, a valuable one—to the successful research
projects, undertaken by the Department of Sanskrit, Visva-Bharati
and its MSS. Section. Itis based on the ‘single manuscript’ of the
work and aims at a comprehensive study in what is known as “Divine
Erotics”.

A product of the so-called decadent period and a Sanskrit render-
ing of Rasikapriya of Kavindra Kesavadasa (1591 A. D.), court-poet
of Virasimha, king of Bundelkhand and of Emperor Jahangir,

Rasacandrika has acquired the distinction of a classic in the sphere
of “Divine Aesthetics”. Its undoubted affiliation is to Caitanya-
Caritamrta which embodies the idea of Erotics being the supreme
rasa ( adya eva paro rasah ) but significantly enough, that does not
imply any repudiation of other rasas. Here indeed one may discern
a confluence of two parallel streams, the Mono-rasa and the Multi-
rasa—Dboth issuing from early Aesthetics but diverging in course of
time according to the varying approaches of aesthetes. The Neo-rasa
cult of such Vaisnava saint-poets as Ripagosvamin and Madhustidana
Sarasvati places greater accent on the Mono-rasa theory. The
supernatural strain in the ‘scholastic’ multi-rasa concept remains
unaffected and so does belief in direct and sensuous perception. But
the new school starts thinking in terms of indirect knowledge and
supersensuous perception and thus adds a new dimension to the
traditional thought. Kavindra Madhustdana's achievement is
distinctive in the sense that as a leading exponent of the new thinking
he seeks to harmonize it with the old one.

Rasacandrika has an added significance which a serious student of
the history of Bengal can ill afford to miss. He will find illuminating
data about a particular phase of our history in the elaborate prasasti
( glorification ) of the Nadia dynasty in Chapter I of the text.

The way Dr. Sivanarayan Ghosal Sastri has edited and commented
on the text shows at once his grasp of detail and his close attention to
the basic principles, enunciated in the work. His effort will, I am
sure, be appreciated by all who are interested in Indian Aesthetics.

June 23, 1968. KALIDAS BHATTACHARYA
Santiniketan, Vice-Chancellor,
West Bengal, ' Vi$va-Bharati,

India,






PREFACE

The nucleus.

The Erotic ( Srngara) is an important constituent of Indian
Poetics, which gradually matures up into the religio-erotic-sentiment
or the ‘devotional sentimentalism’ from its psycho-erotic origin
—discussed mainly by Bharata, Rudra-bhatta and Bhoja. The angels
of the ‘emotional devotionalism’ and some social reformers, realised
its utilitarian value, and applied it in the best service of the suffering
multitude in the sixteenth, seventeenth and eighteenth centuries in
India. Consequently, a religio-erotic concept had been represented
through the writings of the then contemporary literature.

The source.

The Hindi classic, Rasikapriya of Kavindra Kesavadasa—the court
. poet of Mahar3ja Virasimha of Orcha and Emperor Jehangir, deserves
special appreciation as to be the direct source of the present work.
Within the span of a century, Kedavadasa's literary merit had highly
been appreciated throughout the sub-continent, and his fame bathed
in eastern and western seas of the country simultaneously.

The essence of the ‘single’ MS. Rasacandrika.

Kavindra Madhustdana, the author of the Rasacandrika and the
court-poet of Mahar3aja Ramajivana-raya of Navadvipa, had directly
followed the foot-prints of Kavindra Kesavadasa, under the direction
of his royal pdtorn. He had solemnly refined eroticism of the
‘Divine Aesthetics’, in which the three apparently conflicting
schools of the Indian Philosophy--the Saiva, the Sakta and the
Vaisnava, make a holy confluence of the three mellifluent streams of
Rasa.

A new approach to the Neo-Rasa-school.

When I came across the ‘single’ MS. of the Rasacandrika, it
attracted my attention not only for its unique character, but I marked,
that a primordial aesthetic concept had attained full maturity
there, The psycho-erotic stream of Indian Aesthetics—that had
been flowing down through the ages of Agnipurana, Bharata, Rudra-
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bhatta Anandavardhana and Bhoja, attained perfection in the hands of
the Vaisnava rhetoricians, headed by Rupagosvamin, Jivagosvamin,
Madhustidana Sarasvati and others, who had preached the new
philosophy of the ‘Neo-Rasa-cult’ by the name of the ‘devotional
sentimentalism’ or the Bhakti-Rasa. The KRasikapriya of Kavindra
Kesavadisa and the Rasacandrika of Kavindra Madhustidana occupy a
distinguished position in the Moksa-$rngara. Almost all other
points of Kesavadasa's genius have been touched by my worthy
predecessors and more than a dozen of research works on Keéavadasa,
his successors and his works, have been published; but none of
them throw sufficient light on the origin, development and philoso-
phy of that particular school, which he and his direct successors
belonged to and what system of Indian Philosophy they had
represented. I am grateful to Dr. Visvanatha Prasad Misra, editor,
Kesavagranthavali, and the author of the Rasika-priya-prasada-tilaka ;
who had very kindly advised me to focus light on that untrodden
track of the ‘Divine Erotics’.

The special significance of ‘Rasa’ and ‘Rasika’.

The words Rasa and Rasiba fervently utilised by both the
Kavindras, had not been used in their ordinary sense. The Rasa,
as relished by them, is that particular aesthetic experience obtained by
the realisation of the ‘divine love-play’ of the Paramount Couple—
Sri Radhi and Sri Krsna, which promises svirtha ( mundane achieve-
ment ) and param@rtha ( the transcendental bliss). They carry
impetus to the Divine Erotics from Bhoja, who counts Srigara
( the Erotic ) as the only Rasa. It is the self-luminous faculty of
the unstained ego. The blessed devotee, who has qualified himself
with that self-luminous relishing faculty of the soul, is especially
termed as Rasika. Their merits are not strictly confined in dealing
with the relevant factors of ‘the devotional sentimentalism’, but their
own illustrations are richly endowed with mellifluous lyricism and
high morale of the Divine Love. They only differ so far as the
question of Parakiya is concerned. Kesavadasa, being a follower of
the Nimbarka school, is not in a position to accept the concept of
Parakiya in toto. But a vaispava kavya without the sense of
Parakiya is the soup without salt. He, therefore, defined Parakiya
as the ‘bzloved of Para’—the Supreme One, but his follower Madhu-
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sidana explains her as the ‘Supermost beloved' of the Supreme One,
on the basis of acintyabhedabheda-vada or the ‘unthinkable dual-non-
dualism’. The theme of the Rasacandrika is tuned up with the
famous vaisnava motto—adya eva paro rasah i.e. the first one, the
Erotic, is the ‘Paramount Relish’

The mono-rasa concept and the multi-rasa concept are the two
principal streams of Indian Aesthetics. In spite of the tremen-
dous popularity of the latter, the former has always been alive to
Indian Poetics ; and a school of rhetoricians has all along been
harping on the lyre of monistic Eroticism through the ages, which
the vaisnava saint-poets has promoted to a sublime order.

The classic character of thz text and its source.

The Rasikapriya is one of those very few works in regional langu-
ages, which had earned classic distinction and had been transformed
into Sanskrit with a view to immortalising them. Though it had been
composed in the 16th century brajabuli, mixed with the bundel-khand:
tongue of central India, yet it had always been appreciated by
Sanskrit scholars. A Sanskrit commentary of it was composed
in 1698 A. D. and an independent Sanskrit work entitled Rasacandrika
following its thoughts and technique, was composed in Bengal
by Kavindra Madhustidana under the direction of his patron in
1695 A.D. To immortalise the best works of high classical merits
composed in the regional and other classical languages, by trans-
forming and reproducing into Sanskrit, is a very common practice
among Indian scholars. Numerous cases of such a tendency are to
be found scattered all over the fields of Pali, Prakrta, Apabhramsa,
and regional literatures, especially in the Vaispava literature.

New data of historical and cultural importance.

Historians assess the reign of king Ramajivanariya as to be the
golden age in the cultural history of NavadvIpa, but the period of his
reign, that had hitherto been traceable through pages of histories, is
quite contradictory. The Prasasti (glorification) of the Rasacandrika,
aloka 1. determines the accurate date of king Ramajivana's rule over
Navadvipa, when it had touched the highest pinnacle of glory.

The gangetic valley of Bengal with its cultural centre at Nava-~
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dvipa had been recognised as the principal seat of Learning and
Culture. The Prasasti of the Rasacandrika, aloka 1, throws sufficient
light on the cultural progress and environment of the place, as
well as on the accomplishment of some celebrated luminaries of
Navadvipa, who had not only dignified the courts of the Nadia Raj,
but also earned the most coveted recognition of Jagadguru ( the
teacher of the world ). It represents a vivid picture of the social,
economic, political and cultural life of the time.

T he linguistic and philological value:

Sanskrit is called Amara-bharati or the immortal language.
It is always alive. It has all along welcome new words and ideas
from various sources, since the very conception of Indian civilization.
The ever-fresh life-force of the Sanskrit language has flushed out
through the lines of the text. Some new words of Sanskritic
and non-sanskritic origins, such as raya, dora, milara. kagaja, ramajini,
Sataraiija etc. have been located in the language of the Rasacandrika.

Contribution to the National integration.

The Rasacandrika witnessed a national and cultural integration of
the country for centuries, particularly from the 16th century to the
17th century.

The role of vaisnava saints, poets and songsters, towards the
political and national integration of the country, is yet traceable
through the political and cultural interchange and co-operation
between the two courts, the Nadia and the Orcha, situated on the
bank of Betowa (Vetravai?) in Central India.

T he historical prospective.

Manasimha would have to cut a very poor figure if he had not
been sufficiently aided and assisted by Bhavainanda Mazumder in the
battle of Jessore, against Pratapaditya. He produced Bhavananda to
the court of Delhi and recommended for the recognition of his subs-
tantial help, but he was neither favourably received nor were his
services very much appreciated by the court at first, due to the old
bitter relation of the court with his grand-father Kaéinatha. Kesava-
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dasa—the author of the Rasikapriya, on the other hand, was not only
a favourite court-poet of Delhi and Orcha, but also was a distinguish-
ed diplomat, who used to settle many diplomatic disputes of his time.
The mercy of the goddess Annad2z as describead in the Annada-
mangala of Bharatacandra, which enabled Bhavinanda to receive the
unexpected favour of Delhi-court, is sufficiently significant. It
was not impossible that the secret hand of Keéavadasa, who himself
was basically a poet and a representative of Culture, played a good
role to support the cause of another representative of the cultural seat
in Bengal. Since then, there was a political and cultural intimacy
among the three courts, Nadia, Orcha and Delhi. As a result,
we find that the special favours of Delhi-court had all along been
showered upon the successors of Bhavananda till the coronation of
Ramajivanariya. The discovery of the Rasacandrika may, therefore,
be appreciated as a new prospective to the history of Bengal for the
period concerned.

Assessment of the work,

The Rasacandrika may, therefore, be assessed as one of the latest
and complete work of Sanskrit Poetics in general and of the ‘Divine
Aesthetics’ in particular—that deals with the psycho-erotic and religio-
erotic concepts, based on the doctrine of the ‘unthinkable dual-non-
dualism’ of the ‘gaudiya vaisnava’ cult. It may also be appreciated as
an epitome of the history of Navadvipa, the most prominent seat of
Learning and Culture of the petiod in Bengal.

The Plan of the work.

The present edition has been devised into two volumes, (i) the
Critical edition of the ‘single’ MS. Rasacandrika and (ii) the ‘Studies
in the Divine Aesthetics.’ As the text has no other recension and
variant, it has been edited on the basis of its source literature and
contemporary literatures of similar thoughts, available in Sanskrit
and other regional languages. Being a ‘single’ MS, the question of
“Lower Textual Criticism” does not arise at all, yet the verse-numbers
of the source literature—that have been reflected through the lines
of the text have been mentioned. ‘The Study’ may be considered
the ‘Higher Textual Criticism” of the text. The theme of the Text
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is the Moksa-$rngara or the “Divine Erotics”., The Higher Textual
Criticism has been primarily divided into two sections—(a) the first
is the historical and textual Introduction of the Manuscript, (b) the
second is the ‘Study in the Divine Aesthetics.” The Study has also
been divided into two parts. The first part deals with the history and
evolution of Indian Erotics. The second part speculates the Philosophy
of the “Divine Aesthetics”. Indian Erotics—that is the essence of
‘the Text and the Study,’ is neither the applied Erotics of the
Vatsayana school, nor the supernatural mundane Erotics of the
‘scholastic school’ of Sanskrit Poetics, but it is the supernatural and
super-sensuous Divine Erotics of the Neo-Rasa-cult, which has been
especially termed as the “Divine Aesthetics”. The supernatural
mundane Aesthetics begins from the Erotic and ends in the Quietistic,
or they may be the various outcomes of placidity, according to
a certain school of Sanskrit Poetics, but the Divine Aesthetics is
a relish beyond the Quietistic. It finds the first exposure from the
unconditional quietude and matures into the Divine Erotic of the
complete communion of the *“Samarasya” or “Rasa”. The Rasacandrika
shines as the blissful luminosity of the Divine Relish. It is one of
those few ‘single’ MSS, which have been edited critically upto date.
To edit critically a ‘single’ MS. according to the scientific
technique, is a hard task and the difficulty and hurdle, that an editor
of a ‘single’ MS. has to overcome, can easily be understood. The
technique and the process, followed in the present edition have been
discussed clearly in Introduction—B.entitled—‘‘The Manuscript.”

Acknowledgment
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INTRODUCTION

A

Navadyipa needs no introduction to a student of Indian History
and Culture. It had all along been a University-town.and the most
important centre of learning and culture in Bengal, since the reign
of the Sena-kings, famous for their patronage of scholars. The
contributions of the celebrated luminaries of the court of king
Vallala-sena and of the Paficaratnas in the court of king Laksmana-
sena--the sovereign of the Paficagauda,—still occupy a distinguished
position in the cultural history of India. After the fall of the Sena-
dynasty in Navadvipa, the scholastic activities of the place did not
cease, even in the adverse circumstances, following the Muslim
conquest. The minor hindu chiefs and potentates came forward
to extend their humble help and support to scholars of Navadvipa.

After the defeat of king Pratapaditya of Jessore (Yasohara)
by Mana-simha, Durgadasa — alias Bhavananda Mazumdar — the
hero of the ‘Annadamangala’ of Bharatacandra, some-how managed
to acquire vast landed faroperty in the Gangetic valley of Bengal,
including the districts of Nadia, 24-Parganas and parts of Jessore,
which extended upto the Bay of Bengal. Navadvipa became an
important city of the new kingdom of Nadia, and from then onward,
the scholars of Navadvipa, had a dependable shelter under the
canopy of the successive rulers of Nadia.

The Rasacandrik of Kavindra Madhustidana, the Annadamangala
of Bharatacandra Rayagunakara, the Srikrsnapadamrta and the
Krsnapadankadata of Sri Krsnasarvabhauma, etc. represent a colour-
ful panorama of the Nadia-dynasty. The successors of Bhavananda
—Gopila, Raghava, and Rudra-raya extended much further the
territory of their kingdom, and earned a lasting reputation for their
patronage of learning, their parental care for the subjects, their kingly
courage, and the virtues of their brahmana caste.

Of the three later rulers of Nadia, king Raghava, who reigned
for fifty-one years, had earned special favour of the court of Delhi.
He was probably the only hindu Chief of Bengal of the time, who
had been allowed to erect turrets over his palace, to flourish his own
colours and to march with kingly pomp and show. His son, king
Rudraraya was known as Rudra-rsi, or the sage Rudra. He enthroned
during his life-time his second son Ramajivana, who was the most
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worthy of his sons, and was, to go down in history, as the best and
noblest king of the Nadia-dynasty. He was, not only a man,
possessed of kingly qualities, but was also a good student of Kavya,
Nataka and Sangita! His reign is considered to be the golden age
in the cultural history of Navadvipa.? Many distinguished scholars
adorned his court, and immortalised his name as their patron, in their
celebrated works.

Kavindra Madhustdana, probably his court poet, composed
Rasacandrika in 1695 A. D.%, a delightful work on the Divine Erotics,
under the inspiration that he received from his patron king Ramajivana.
It isreally a pity that the name of such a magnificent poet and
rthetorician, has so long remained unknown to the world. Only a
single Manuscript of the work, which may have been the personal
copy of king Ramajivanaraya®, is now preserved in the library of
Sanskrit MSS. Section at Viéva-Bharati, Santiniketan.

The book is written on country-made paper (tulata kagaja) of the
size 16 inches long by 3 inches wide with 5 lines of sixty letters on
each side, containidg 74 folia in all. Though it is a Sanskrit composi-
tion, it is written in Bengali character. No ‘Notice’ of this MS. has
been found in any printed catalogue of Sanskrit MSS. and no reference
is made to this work in any of the books on Sanskrit MSS. Literature,
or in the History of Sanskrit Poetics. The copy .available at
Visva-Bharati, seems to be the only extant copy of this
Manuscript.

!—l

R.C. 1.15 daksatvarih hi yadaksatam ksitipater yat kavya-
natyagame, sangite’pi videsato rasavido......

2. B.S.A. p.196 navadviper ptrna abhyudayakile racita...

3. R.C. XVL 20 ¢3ke bhtdhara-bhu-rasenduganite mase ca pakse
$ucau ; paficamyam rasacandrikarh drutarasaveda-
prakasamasau/

4. ibid. XVL 22 4ake éailavidhu-keauninithe navasi masake/
pustakarh bhupate-retallilekha raghunandanab//
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Now a word about the author. The colophon at the end of each
chapter, narrates that Madhustidana Kavindra composed the Rasacan-
drika at the request of Maharaja Ramajivanaraya of Navadvipa.® Tn the
fifteenth verse of the first &loka, the author eulogizes his royal patron,
saying that he is well-versed in the arts of poetry, drama and music,
and has achieved special aptitude for Aesthetics.® Regarding his
personal identity the author adopts the oriental attitude. From the
elaborate description of his patron, in which his own ideatity is lost,
this much only can be gleaned that he is Madhustidana by name, a
brahmana by caste, and the court-poet of king Ramajivanaraya, who
ruled over Navadvipa during her golden age. His title of Kavindra,
clearly suggests that he had attained celebrity and popularity
as a poet. The last verse of the Krsnapadamrta® and the four
different readings of the last verse of the Padankaduta of Sri
Krsna sarvabhauma suggest that, he ( Sarvabhauma ) has also been
patronized by the same king. Sri Krsna Sarvabhauma, at any rate,
could not have had any popularity either as a poet or as a scholar, when
the Rasacandrikd had been composed, as he wrote his first work, the
Krsnapadamrta, sixteen years later, and his best known poem the

5. ibid. I, Colo. iti $rimanmaharaja-ramajivana-raya-mahasayade-
éena $ri-madhustdana-kavindraviracitayar rasa-
candrikayam...prathama alokah.

6._ ibid. I. 15 vide, ref. no. 1.

7. B.S. A. p. 197 séake vahni-hutisa-sad-vidhumite $rikrsnasarmar-
: payan, ananda-pradanandanandana-padadvand-
varavindar hrdi/
cakre krspapadamrtarh tribhGvanatranaya dana-
dibhih, khyataériyuta-ramajivana-maharajadhiraja-
drtah//
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Padankadiita twenty-eight years later than the date of composition of

the Rasacandrika®,

It seems, that there is no doubt about the date of composition of
the Rasacandrikd. The author himself states that the Rasacandrika
was composed on the fifth day of the bright fortnight in the month
of vaifakha, 1617 Saka year’. The only extant copy of the MS.
now available at Vi$va-Bharati, perhaps had once belonged to the

8. (a) Padanka
(by Na.Ka.
(© V.B.Skt. No.14
MSS.  k:b-20
(@ V.B,Skt No.14: K; (d)

Mss. b-56

9. (a) R.C. XVL20
(b) B.S.A p.197

|

46.p.108 ()

(b)

sake  sayakavedasodasamite
érikrsna-§armarpayan (smaran),
anandapradananda-nandanapada
dvandvarvindar hrdi/

cakre krsnapadankadatamakhi-
larh pritipradarh §rnvatam, dhi-
rah  $riraghuramarayanrpate-
rajham grhitvadarat//

------------------------------------------

......... vidvanmanorafijanamh,
$rila-$riyuta-ramajivana-maha-
raja-dhirajadrtah//
mamalarh $rivaignavanam
priyam, khyata-$riyuta-rama-
jivanamaharajadhiraja-drtah//

vyatanit padacihna-datamiti-
namanam pravandharh mud3,
dharyam dhirajanairadhirani-
cayaino ( rno )-dharyametamu
(tanmu) da//

vide —ref. no. 3

no. 7

” ”
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library of king Ramajivana-riya himself, and had been especially trans-
cribed for him by one Raghunandana, in the month of $ravana (navasi)
of the same year.'’,

In the first aloka of the Rasacandrika beginning from the verse
no. 4 to the verse no. 16, Madhusidana Kavindra describes in detail
his patron and his predecessors--the rulers of Navadvipa.* The
chronology of the Nadia dynasty, and the social and political history
of the time, beginning from Ramasamaddhara to Ramajivanaraya, as
can be gathered from these verses, concur with the description of the
same items in the Ksitisavamsavalicarita.

In the history of Bengal, there were two hindu rulers, both called
Ramajivana. In his Introduction to the Padankaduta late Dr. J. B.
Choudhury mentioned that king Ramajivana of Navadvipa was
definitely a different person from the other Ramajivana, who was the
King of Natore.!? The second Ramajivana, was the brother of
Raghunandana, a ‘varendra’ brahmana by caste, who had made his
fortune from a quite small beginning as a clerk in the revenue departe
ment of Nawab Murshid Quli Khan. He gradually became Murshid
Quli’s most trusted revenue officer and managed to secure for himself
immense landed property, especially the Bhisana pargana after the
fall of Sitarama-raya in 1714 A. D, thereby laying the foundation of
Natore-raj.*®

Maharaja Ramajivana-raya of Nadia, the patron of many
celebrated luminaries of Navadvipa and a celebrated figure in the:
Cultural History of Bengal died in the year 1715 A. D.1* The genea-
logy of the Nadia Kings given in the Rasacandrika, and confirmed
by the Ksitidavamsavali-carita, is set out below.1®

10. R.C. XVI. 20, 22. vide—ref. no. 3 & 4.

11. Ibid. I. 4-16. vide—Text. Chap. 1.
verse, no. 4 to 16.

12. Padanka. Intro. p. XIV.

13. Hist. Beng. p. 414.

14. B.S. A. p. 196. :

15, R.C, p. 2-6. vide—ref, no, 11,
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The genealogy of Maharaja Ramajivanaraya.

Kasinatha ( the 19th, in descent from Bhatta-

narayana, the author of the Veni-
samhhara, ruled 34 years. )

Srirama Samaddhara, ( ruled 36 years. )

~ B 2 3
| : |
* Durgadasa, alias Bhava-  Harivallabha. ! Subuddhi.
nanda Mazumdar, ( ruled
20 years. )
N |
Srikrsna. *Gopala (ruled 7 years.) Govinda.
|
|
Narendra., Ramejvara. *Raghava ( ruled
| ?1 years.)
*Rudra-raya (ruled 11 years Visveévara.

and had two wives. )
|

First wife. Second wife.

| | Ramakrsna (ruled 11 years)
Ramacandra *Ramajivana (ruled at least 3 to5 years after
coronation, 10 years after restoration and

_died in 1715 A. D.)

—_—

Raghurama (ruled 13 years.) Ramagopala.

|
Krsnacandra. ( enthroned in 1728 A. D. )

(N. B. The names of those royal successors, the asterisks, indicate
those, who have been hailed as illustfious by Madhustdana
Kavindra, the author of the Rasacandrica. The dates of these
kings have been determined on the basis of the Kgitisavamsa-

valicarita. )

Taking into consideration the date of the coronation of king
Krsnacandra-raya in 1650 Saka year ( 1728 A. D. ), as a fixed point, we
may get an accurate account of the reigns of the other kings, going back
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to the accession of king Ramajivana-raya. According to the Kjsittéavam-
davalicarita, king Raghurama ruled for thirteen years,'® king Ramaji-
vana ten years'’ and king Ramakrsna eleven years.!®* Now, if we
deduct the sum of thirty-four, being the total number of years
upwards, reigned by these three kings, from king Krsnacandra's date
of accession to the throne of Nadia, we arrive at 1616 Saka year
(1728 -34=1694 A. D. ) ; but Madhustidana Kavindra boldly asserts,
that he composed his Rasacandriba in 1617 Saka years ( 1695 A. D. ) ;
at the direction of king Ramajivana-raya'®. It is curious that two
Ramajivanas have been mentioned in W. W, Huntet's report, as ruling
over Navadvipa.?* This probably misled some scholars to believe
Raja Ramakrsnaraya to be the grand-father of king Raghurama-raya,
who was practically his uncle.®*. The Ksitisavamsavalicarita, how-
ever, states clearly that king Rudrariya had two wives.?® The first
bore Ramacandra and Ramjivana ; and Ramakrsna was born of the
second. Rudra-raya nominated Ramjivana his successor in his life-
time, and managed to obtain in his favour due recognition from the
Emperor of Delhi®. In the assembly of princes and pandits, invited
on the occasion of the Sraddha ceremony of king Rudra-raya from far

16. K. V.C. p. 59. trayodadavatsara-$asitarajyah paficasada-
dhikasodasadatisake bhagirathi-tire muk-
tapranah...

17. 1Ibid. p. 58. ramajivana-rayah......dasavarsa-$asitara-
jayah...

18. Ibid. p. 51. ekadasdavars n r3jyam $asasa.

19. R.C. X1IV.20. vide—ref. no. 3.

20. Report Appendix. W. W. Hunter's report.

21, Padanka. Intro. p. XV. Raja Ramakrsna-raya, grand father of
Raghurama raya (?)

22. K. V.C. p. 33. asya dve patnyau, tatra jyestha-patnyar
ramacandrarayam ramajivanarayam ca
putradvayarh janayamasa. kanisthayam
ca ramakrspariyarh janitavan.

23. Ibid. p. 39. (a) lipidvara indraprasthapuradhipa-yavana-

: pradhano vijfigpitah...pratyuttara-likha~
nena rudra-rayabhimatam svicakara,
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and near, it appears, Ramacandra-raya claimed a good portion of the
ancestral property for his maintenance, but Ramajivana did not agree
to his demand ** Ramacandra at once left the assembly, went to the
Faujdar of Hooghly and requested him to render him help to gain
possession of his father’s kingdom. The Faujdar, being much pleased
with the gallantry of Ramacandra, reported the affairs of the two
brothers by a letter to the Governor of Jahangira ( Jahangirnagar i. e.
Dacca ) ; and having received an answer under the latter’s signature,
conferring upon Ramcandra the government of his paternal kingdom,
gave him leave to depart to his own country, which was now made
over to him. Ramcandra then went to his residence at Srinagara, and
began to conduct the government of the realm from there. But
Ramajivana collected a huge army to fight his brother. The two
brothers fought continually for three years during which not once did
Ramajivana fail to remit tribute to the Muslim governor, and thus, he
succeeded in retaining his kingdom. Ramacandra, however, for a
time, gained control over some of the villages, but after a little while,
Ramajivana succeeded in taking him prisoner by some stratagem and
secretly conveyed him to *‘vaikuntha” ( the dungeon at Dacca ) at
Jahangira, From then he remained in possession of the kingdom.?

(b) ramacandrardyo na vacanakarah praja-
palane ca nanurakto, ramajivanarayastu
prajanamanurafijako mama bhaktascato
ramajivana-rayameva rajye bhisificami.

24. Ibid. p.43 (a) ramajivana-rayastatha $rutva sammato
nabhavat.

(b) ramacandrastu...sarvan saksinah krtva...
tatksane eva hugalitiprasiddha-rajadhan-
yam calitah.

95, Tbid. p.33-34. (a) ramajivano’pi yoddhukamah sainysam-
bharam cakara. kadacit kadacicca yuddha-
mapi tayorabhavat.

(b) evam- savivadameva ... paitrkarh rajyam
ramjivanah $asasa. ramacandro’pi kati-
payagramesu kadacidadhikarar cakara.
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Ramajivana, however, could not rule over his kingdom happily. As
he never attended to the court of the Muslim governor at Jahangira,
a charge was soon brought against him for non-payment of the full
revenue for his land, and an officer, named Radhavallabha was deputed
to assess and realise the dues. Ramajivana was not prepared to
tolerate undue interference with his personal affairs, so he soon
quarrelled with Radhavallabha, who had been instructed to find fault
with Ramajivana. Radhavallabha eagerly seized this opportunity
and sent an exaggerated report of the matter to the Goverror,—
recommending that the kingdom of Nadia be bestowed on Rima-
krsna, the step-brother of Ramajivana. Thus Ramajivana lost his
throne.

Ramakrsna was an able ruler and a shrewd diplomat. To escape
the tyranny of the Faujdar, and to gain political supremacy, he conti-
nually paid abject homage to Azim-Ush-Shin, who was a grandson
of Aurangzeb, and the then Governor of Bengal?® To gain social
sanction to the usurpation of his step-brother’s throne by the intrigue
of Radhavallabha, he began to patronise the more famous pundits"
of Navadvipa. such as Jayarama Nyayapaficanana and others, and was
somehow able to assume the title of ‘“Navadvipadhipati”.¥

According to the account given in the Kisitisavamsavalicarita,
the reign of Ramakrsna-raya, began from 1694 A. D. but the colophon
of the Rasacandrika clearly states that the composition of the book
was completed on the fifth day of ‘uddha’ vaisakha, 1617 Saka year,
or 1695 A. D.22  But if we take the digit eight to represent the word
‘bhudhara’ ( astakulacala ), it might also be 1618 Saka year, or 1696
A.D. The use of the present tense in tanoti (extends) in the verse
no. 17 of aloka-1, and in warnayati (describes) in the introduction,
aloka-1, definitely suggests that king Ramajivana-raya was then ruling
over his kingdom, when the Rasacandrik@t was being composed. This
view is also supported by the post-colophon of the "MS. where the
scribe, who wrote it out just three months after the date of its compo-

26. Review. p. 93. Nadia Raj.

27.(a) Hist. Log. p. 477-478,

27.(b) Riyaz. p. 11-12,

28. R.C. XVI. 20, vide, ref. no. 3.
b
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sition, prays to goddess Svi Durga to save the king as the country
verily flourishes from the well-being of the king.?® After the death of
king Rudra-raya, though Ramajivana ascended on his father's throne,
yet he had to fight at least three years, against his unruly elder brother
Ramacandra.3® Ramajivana must have ruled over his kingdom at
least two years more, between the imprisonment of his elder brother
Ramacandra, and the usurpation of his throne by his step-brother,
Ramakrsna.®* The coronation of Ramajivana took place, either at the
end of the 8th decade, or at the beginning of the 9th decade of the
17th century, when his father had been alive. The period of his reign,
10 years, that had been mentioned in the Ksiti$avamsavalicarita as to
be the reign of king Ramajivana-raya, is not the total of his ruling
periods, but only the second period of his reign, when he restored the
kingdom after the death of Ramakrsna-raya. The mention of two
Ramajivanas as rulers of Navadvipa, one before and the other after
Ramakrsna in the ‘Hunter's Report’, also confirms the fact, that Rama-
jivana had twice ascended the throne of Navadvipa, once before and
once just after the reign of Ramakrsna-raya. The ‘Report’ refers to
the one and the same person, and not to two different kings.

The dual rule of the two princes—Ramacandraraya and Ramajivana-
raya, after the death of their father Rudraraya, so confused some of
the later writers, that they believed that Ramacandra-riya was in
possession of his father's kingdom, who had only a temporary control
over some of the villages of the Nadia-raj, with the military aid
from the malicious Faujdsr of Hooghly, and he ( Ramajivana-raya )
was succeeded by Ramakrsna-raya. Bharatacandra, the court-poet
of maharaja Krsnacandra-raya, described in his Annadamangala,®®
approximately after 57 years, that Ramakrsna-raya had ascended
the throne of Navadvipa after the death of Ramacandra-raya; and
Ramajivardya succeeded Ramakrsna-rdya. He ( Bharatacandra ) did

29. ibid XVI. 21, Sridurga satatarh patu pustaka-
deséakamh ciram/jagati jayati ksemat(?)
yasyaiva jagatipateh//

30. K. V.C. »p. 33-34. vide, ref. no. 25.

31. ibid. p. 44. ramakrsnarh rajyaspade sthapayitum..

32. Annada p. 395-6.
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not mention the first period of Ramajivana-raya's rule—that had been
hallowed in the ‘Prasasti’ of the Rasacandyika, and supported by the
Kitisavamsavalicarita, the ‘Nadia-raj,’ ( Calcutta Review, 1892.)
and Hunter's Report. Either he had not the full account of the
historical events, that had occurred more than a half-century ago, or
he possibly thought it better to set aside the unhappy consequence
of the war of succession—that his patron’s noble grandfathers had to
wage due to the Radhavallabha-intrigue.

The reign of king Ramajivana-raya as narrated in the ‘Prasasti’ of the
Rasacandrika, is generally regarded as to be the prime of the Cultural-
History of Nadia. Many celebrated scholars like Vi§vanatha Nyayapafi-
canana, Jayarama Nyayapaficanana, Sri Krsna Sarvabhauma, Madhu-
stidana Kavindra, etc. flourished in his time at Navadvipa. Pt. Dinesh
Chandra Bhattacarya believes that the Padnakaduta of Sri Krsna
Sarvabhauma was comosed in the time of the full glory of Navadvipa.®®
The Ksitisavanmstvalicarita describes that king Ramajivana-raya was
a capable ruler and his subjects loved him very much. He was well-
versed in the arts of music, drama and literature ; and was a gifted
art-critic, who could do justice to scholarly qualities of others®
The ‘Prasastt’ of the Rasacandrik@, aloka I, narrates that the court of
the king is full of scholars and learned brahmanas. The city of
Navadvipa shines forth with the brilliance of learning, while king
Ramajivana was ruling there as an incarnation of Indra—the Lord of
Lords. His kingdom extends upto the Bay of Bengal, and it is
uniformly ruled with justice and righteousness in the way prescribed
in ‘Sarhhitas’. He has earned tremendous prestige and undying fame
by extending his protection to his people, irrespective of caste and
creed. He is the second Ramacandra, who has appeared again on the
Earth to set an example of the ideal kingship®. Poets and pundits,
who have adorned his court, are as wise and learned as Ganesa

33. B.S.A. p. 19,
34. R.C.1. p.15 vide, ref. no. 1.
35 R.C. I. 13. bhasvadvamséasamudbhavo'vanibhuvo bharta

manye jayata ramajivananrpa-khyanah sa
ramah punab//
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himself, the god of Wisdom. Sarasvati—the goddess of Learning,
enjoying the full appreciation of her honour, dwells permanently on
tongues of his courtiers, and dances on the court of king Ramajivana-
raya. He wasa good judge of Aesthetics, and had to his credit
a remarkable achievement in the field of Drama, Poetics and Music.
Many brahmanas, as wise and learned in the various branches of
Sanskritic studies, as Brhaspati himself. added lustre to his court.
Unasked his hand granted everything to everybody as if he was a
Kalpataru, ( a heavenly tree—that showers every thing, ) his face was
as beautiful as the Moon, his words were as sweet as nectar, and he
had been the most efficient physician—who kept his kingdom cured of
the disease of poverty. The sea fills up the river Ganga at the end
of each fortnight, lest the king may use up the entire deposit of the
ganga-water in the ritual ceremonies of his perpetual charity. In a
word, he is verily an incarnation of Benevolence and Philanthropy.®

The reign of king Ramajivana-raya is glorified by a galaxy of
well reputed scholars as has been already indicated. Madhusidana
Kavindra, describing the court of his patron and his capital, writes :—
“Many eloquent scholars, renowned poets, headed by Paficanana and
others and learned brahmanas, well-versed in the various branches of
learning, adorned his royal court as the descents of gods. The city
of Navadvipa shines gloriously with the brilliance of his magnificient
genius and unparalleled accomplishment; and the king himself
flourished there as an incarnation of the god of Heaven".87

The word ‘Paficananadyah’ in this verse isa suggestive one. It
refers probably to a society of scholars headed by Pafcanana. It
is difficult to say definitely whether the word Paficinana indicates a
proper name, or the academic title of a scholar, both being in common
use among the Bengali brahmana community. If we accept it as a
proper name, no renowned scholar of that age with such a name is
known to us as yet, but among the 17th century scholars of Nava-
dvipa, having the title of ‘Paficanana’, we find two great names,—

3. R.C. I verses-9to15.

37. ibid. L10. vagiéa yat sabhayam kati kati kavayah kifica
paficinanadyah............... tervenens O S S
...yah svayam jisnuraste//
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one is Visvanatha Nyayapaficanana or Siddhantapaficanana and the-
other is Jayarama Nyayapaficanana3%. Both are briefly known in the
scholastic world as Pafic@inana.39

(a) Viévanatha Nyayapaficanana or Siddhantapaficanana. The
authorship of the Bhasapariccheda, ascribed to both Viévanatha and
Krsnanatha Nyayapaficinana is a vexed problem. Pt. Dinesh Chandra
Bhattacatya on the basis of some MS>. preserved in Vangiya Sahitya
Parisad MSS. Library, and collected from the different parts of
Bengal and India, finds an alternate reading visnorvaksasi krsnanatha-
krtina in the place of the common extant reading wisnorvaksasi
visvanatha-krtina.** There are many claimants to the authorship of
the Bhasapariccheda, but it is now almost certain, that Viévanatha
Nyayapaficanana composed his Gautama-sttra-vrtti in 1634 A. D.A
In his Introduction to the Mamsatattva-viveka ascribed to Viévanatha
Nyayapaficainana, Mm. Dr. Gopinath Kaviraja supports the opinion of
Mm. H. P. Sastri and Mm. S. C. Vidyabhasana®. The single MS. of
the Mamsatattva-viveka found in Varanasi, is supposed to have been
composed during Vi$vanatha's stay at the place, where he was well
known among scholars, and where his father Vidyanivasa had
composed many important treatises. Visvanatha earned an all-India
reputation for his unparallel scholarship and his name was revered
in all the renowed seats of culture and learning, such as Navadvipa,
- Varanasi and Vrndavana. He had been probably attached to the court
of king Raghava, who ruled for 51 years, approximately ending with
1679-80 A. D.*® King Rudra-raya reigned for eleven years. On the
basis of the above calculation we may assume that king Ramajivana
ascended his father’s throne approximately before 1690 A. D. King

38. Hist. Log. p. 392, 477, 479.

39. De. Vol. L p. 301.

40. B.S. A. p. 117 .

41, B.S. A. p. 117-8. rasavanatithau $akendra-kale vahule kama-
tithau $ucau sitahe/
akaronmuni-vrttimetam ...sa vi$vanathah.//

42, Masamsa. Intro. p. 2-3. :

43, K.V.C. p. 31-32. ekadhika-paficasat-vatsaran surapatiriva
prthivim $asasa.
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Rudra-riya was invalid during the last few years of his life, and he had
placed Ramajivana on the throne of Navadvipa with the permission
of the Emperor of Delhi44, Viéanatha Nyayapaficanana seems to have
had a long life, and might have adorned the courts of the three
successive kings—Raghavaraya, Rudra-riya and Ramajivanaraya.
Kavindra Madhustidana, the author of the Rasacandrika, who
flourished in the court of king Ramajivana-raya during the period of
his first reign, possibly had been acquainted with Viévanatha, who was
supposed to be the author of the Alamkaraparishtira—a book on
Sanskrit Poetics ; and had appreciated his versatile genius indicating
him by the word *‘paficananadyah”.

(b) Jayarama Nyayapaficanana—‘“whose title was shortened into
Paficanana”* lived in the second half ot the 17th century and the
first quarter of the 18th century A. D. He came under the patronage
of king Ramakrsna-raya—who ruled according to the Kjsitisavams$avali-
carita, as the king of Navadvipa, approximately between 1696 and
1704 A. D. |

This Paficanana was, therefore, a direct contemporary of Madhu-
stidana Kavindra,

Jayarama Nyayapaiicanana had also earned an inter-provincial
reputation. Pupils, from far and near, crowded around him and studied
at his feet the various branches of Indian Philosophy and Literary
Criticism.** He had the honour to earn the most covetable title of
his time—"Jagadguru” or the teacher of the world.

Jayarama Nyayapaficanana had an uncontested supremacy in the
then scholastic world of India, He was, most probably, not the same
Jayarama, who wrote a commentary on the Padankaduta of Srik;gga

44, ibid. p.39-44. vide, ref. no. 23.

45, Hist. Log. p. 477.

46. (i) ibid. p.478. He wrote a philosophical commentary on
Mammata's Kavyaprakaséa, the Kavyaprakasa-
tilaka.

(ii) De. Vol.I.p.164, His commentary is called O0Tilaka or
Jayarami. The commentary called
‘Rahasyadipika’ by Jayarama, entered
in some catalogues, appears to be an
alternative name.
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Sarvabhauma —whose literary activity was mainly limited between
-1711 and 1723 A. D. Jayarama Nyayapaficanana had already achieved
recognition as an accomplished scholar as early as 1703 A. D. so as
to receive a grant of land from king Ramakrsna-raya.” He wrote his
Nyayasiddhantamala in 1693 A. D. and earned far wider reputation
as a scholar, when Sri Krsna Sarvabhauma had been practically an
unknown person.

(c) Srikrsnasarvabhauma was another contemporary of Madhu-
stidana Kavindra. He also. respectfully mentioned the name of his
patron Ramajivana-raya in his celebrated works—the Srikrsna-
padamyrta (1711 A. D.) and the Padankaduta (1723 A. D.). Thereis a
familiar controversy about the alternate reading of the last verse of
the Padankaduta.® Dr. J. B. Chaudhury was in favour of the reading,
dhiras$rivaghurama-rava-nypatertijiiam  grhitvadarat... ( after taking
honourably the order of king Raghurama-raya...) indicating that the
Padankaduta was composed in 1723 A. D during the reign of king
Raghurama-raya—some eight years after the death of king Ramajivana-
raya. But in the opinion of Pt. D. C. Bhattacarya, both versions are
authentic and the second reading khyatasriyutar@majivana-mahayaja-
dhirajadrta-—(having been honoured by the famous king Ramajivana-
raya—the king of kings...) has likely been taken from other works of
the poet, now almost unknown. This view is certainly tenable to some
extent. One of the earliest commentators of the Padankaduta, Jaya-
rama Paficinana Bhattacarya of Rainaghat, (W. B.) writes in the begin-
ning of his commentary on the Padankadita— atha raghuramaraya-
nidesitah $rikysnasarvabhauma-ntma kascit kavih sri-krsnapadankadita-
kavya-granthar cikirsuh...etc. (being directed by Raghurama-raya, a
certain poet, named Sri Krsna Sarvabhauma had the desire to compose
the poem, the Srikrsnapadankadiita,...etc.)®® This Jayarama is a direct
contemporary of the renowned scholar Radhamohana-Vidyavacaspati
Gosvami-Bhattacarya of Santipura, (W.B.) and a distinguished courtier
of king K;ggaéandra—riya of Navadvipa, who ascended the throne
in 1?@8.5° Radhamohana also wrote a fine commentary on the

47. Hist. Log. p. 478

48. B.S.A. p.196-7. vide, ref. no. 7&8.

49. Padanka. Indro. p. XIV vide, ref. no. 8.
50. K.V.C. p.59. vide,ref. no. 16.
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Padankadnta, and it is, however, curious that he did not comment on
the last controversial verse, which witnessed the date and the name
of the patrén of the poet.®® He was born in the fourth decade of the
18th century and lived more than eighty years. He transcribed
the Nyayasutravrtti of Vi$vanatha in 1823 A. D We have
another commentary of the Padankadita, composed by Mm. Jagad-
durlabha Nyayalankara of Nandor, Dt. Birbhum, W. Bengal,
now deposited in the Sanskrit MSS. Section, Viéva-Bharati, Santini-
ketan®®, The MS. of the Padankaduta, by the hand of the
Mahamahopadhyaya himself, is doubly dated with Saka era 1739 and
Bengali era 14/10/1224 equivalent to 1817 A. D. Mm. Jagaddurlabha
commented on the last verse of the Padankaduta and accepted the
second reading, namely, Srila$riyuta-ramajivana-maharajadhivajadrtah.
The word ‘veda’ in the said verse ($ake $ayaka-vedasodasamite) may
represent either of the two degits, 3 or 4. If we accept 3 for the
word veda, then the date of the Padankadiita comes to 1635 $aka
era i.e. 1713 A.D.; when king Ramajivana-raya was living and
probably directing its composition as described in the said verse.

On the other hand, the adjectives used to qualifiy the word
Padankaduta in the different variants, i. e. akhilam and pritipradam
$rnvatam in the first reading, vidvanmanorafijanam in the second

51. B.S.A. p.19.
52. ibid. p.238. nyayasttrasya ya vrttirvi$vanatha-krta $ubha /
- likhita $rimohanena radhapirvena dhimata /
vanavedamite $§ake samudre candrasmyute //

53. V.B.Skt. MSS. no. 14: k: b-33. $ake'nkagnyabdhijaivatrka-
parimitake nanuragramavasi, nyayalankara-
nama gurupadanalinam cintayanramakantah/
vidyalankarasunurharipadanalinasyankada-
takhyakavye, cakre tikam yathavat krpayatu
matimafichri-jadaddurlabho** //

54, (i) Kane p.93. Trayo'gnayastrayo vedastrayodevastrayo gunah/

trayo dandi-pravandhasca trigsu lokesu viérutah//

(i) Gita-mahatmya. vedatrayi parananda
(iii) Mahimna. trayi samkhyam yogam...
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reading, and $ri-vaignavanar priyam in the third reading, are suggestive
of the poet's growing popularity in different spheres of society.
The adjective Vidvanmanorafijanam suggests that the Padaikadita
caused sensation in the academic circle of Bengal, not only for its
high lyrical quality, but for the witty texture of the composition
knitted with the technical terms of the modern Logic, then very
popular among the scholars of Navadvipa®®. Gradually the popularity
of the newly planned datakavya spread among the common people. It
found eager and attentive audience every-where. It is possible that
the vast popularity of the work, encouraged the author to make nece-
ssary changes in the book, from time to time, according to the demands
of popular taste. The author of the Padankaduta had probably served
two masters, king Ramajivana-raya and his son king Raghurama-raya.
The adjective akhilam suggests that the author gave the book its final
shape incorporating all the changes he had made, during the reign of
king Raghurama-raya. ‘An author, of course, has every right to alter
and change his diction as many times as he likes’,—says the celebrated
rhetorician Vamana®. The third reading, followed by Mm. Jagaddur-.
labha Nyayalankara of Naridora, makes it clear that the Padankadata,
being an excellent poetic composition, impregnated with the vaisnava
thoughts, had been readily accepted by the vaispava community,
which gave it wider publicity all over the country—especially at the
seats of vaisnava culture. Possibly vaisnavas had already started
their publicity in favour of the Padankadita during the reign of king
Ramajivana-raya.

In the two other MSS. of the Padankaduta, preserved in the
Sanskrit MSS. Section, Viéva-Bbarati, the so-called last verse—
mentioning the date of composition, and the name of the patron, is

55. Padanka. 21. (a) apramanyar janayati sada nandasunorviyo-
go, vyapya-jnanat vrajaku'abhuvam vyapaka-
syapi siddhau //

31. (b) samagri cenna phalaviraho vyapti-reveti
tattvam/ ,
56. KlI.Vr. 1.3.15. adhanoddharane tavad yavaddolayate manah /
padasya sthapite sthairye hanta siddha sara-
svati// tarh $éabdanyasanispatam $abdapakam...
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not found. One of them is dated 1271 B. S. ( 1864-5 A. D)%
Radhamohana Gosvamin of sﬁndpura.—the supposed earliest commen-
tator of the Padankaduta, did not comment on the so-called last verse.
The tradition of copying and commenting on the Padankaduta without
the so-called last verse, had been going on, since the time of king
Krsnacandra-raya. Late Pt. Dinesacandra Bhattacarya, however,
believed in the authenticity of both the readings. Prof. Cintaharana
Cakravarty—also assents to the views of Pt. D. C. Bhattacarya.

We, therefore, may now conclude that Srikrsna Sarvabhauma
composed the Padankaduta under the patronage of king Ramajivana-
raya (circa 1713°A. D.), and went on making necessary changes
until 1723 A. D. while king Raghurama-raya was ruling over
Navadvipa. It may also be an interpolation, either by a clever scribe,
or by a commentator, who had possibly altered a little the last verse
of the Srikrgnapadamrta. and had introduced an addendum to the
Srikysnapadankadata, making it the concluding verse.

Recently, we have collected from Navadvipa an arch-type MS. of
the Padankaduta, dated 1687 Saka year ( 1765 A. D.) with a curious
colophon.®® The scribe, for the first instance, wrote only the first two
lines of the so-called last verse, and left a blank space, which, he filled
up later on,—but that did not concur with the popular readings. This
suggests that Gangahari Sarman —the scribe of the said MS. who had
copied it just 42 years after the date of composition of the Padanka-
dita, did not find the so-called last verse in a complete form. Only
a tradition to add the first two lines of the Srik,r,sr_:apadam,rta, as to
be the last verse of the Padankadata, with its own date, was possibly
then familiar among the scribes. It seems that Gangahari Sarman
had waited some time for the authentic reading of the so-called last
verse, and finding ultimately, nothing dependable, he filled up the gap
as he liked. This addendum refers to no name of the poet's patron.

57. V.B. Skt. MSS.no.14:k: b-20 & 31.
58. V.B. Skt. MSS. no. 14 : k : girivasurasasttajyotirayukte-$ake,
b(56) p-146 mithuna-vigata-bhanau krsnapakse
kujahe/vrajayuvatinicolaharipam
$yamartpam, samalikhadapi natva
éripadﬁhkﬁkhyadﬁtam//Srigat‘xgﬁ-
hari $armanah pustakam.
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In addition to these celebrated contemporaries of Madhustdana
Kavindra, at least a dozen of names of some renowned scholars with
the title ending in paficanana, living during the last half of the 17th
century, and the first half of the 18th century, have been traced out in
the histories of Sanskrit Poetics, Literature and Philosophy. Their
aesthetic merits, contributions of other distinguished aesthetes —
beginning from ‘the Early Rasa-school' right up to the 'Neo-Rasa
Cult’, with special reference to Keéavadasa—the author of the Rasika-
priya, the direct source of the Rasacandrika, towards the development

_of the ‘Vaispava Rasa-concepts’, as well as, the new approach of
Madhustdana Kavindra, to the Divine Erotics, have been evaluated
in the ‘Higher Textual Criticism’ of the Rasacandrika, Vol. II, entitled
“The Studies in the Divine Aesthetics.”



- INTRODUCTION

(B)
THE MANUSCRIPT : “RASACANDRIKA”
The scope of the MS.

The Rasacandrika is a treatise of the decadent Rasa-school. It is
practically the old wine in a new bottle, served in a gaudy and cere-
monious manner. It is said that the flow of originality in Sanskrit
Poetics had, to some extent, stagnated after the composition of the
Rasagangadhara by Panditaraja Jagannatha. Most of the eminent
authors of Sanskrit Poetics are Kaémirians of the Saiva Faith. Ananda-
vardhana, Abhinavagupta, Mammata-bhatta etc. had raised the Indian
literary criticism to the status of a fullfledged philosophy on the basis
of the Pratyabhijfia Philosophy. Very few ventured to contradict their
authority, and felt the necessity of a fresh speculation in this line.

The revival of the Gaudiya Vaisnava-cult had cast its imperishable
impression on all the spheres of the mediaeval Indian life. Literature
was no exception. It played an important role for the publicity and
popularity of Vaisnavism, and consequently, the Vaisnava thinkers
felt it necessary to remould the traditional literary principles in their
own way. The Indian literary criticism, as indicated above, had, ere-
while been based upon the mystic monism of the Pratyabhijia Saiva
Philosophy. But the Vaisnava Poetics, based on the mystic dualism
of the Gaudiya Vaisnava Faith, retreats some centuries back, for the
perennial source, strength and stability ; and carries on impulses
from those earliest thinkers,— whose views are not directly affected
with the orthodox concept. For the persistency of the ‘Divine
Erotics’ or the *‘Moksa-$rigara’, Gaudiya Vaispavism is not only greatly
indebted to Bharata’s Natyasastra, the Agnipurana, the Visnudharmot-
tara-purana the Bhagavatapurana etc. but it also draws up stimulating
ideas from some ‘distinguished writers of the early Rasa-school
such as Rudrata, Anandavardhana, Rudrabhatta, Bhojadeva etc.
We, therefore, feel it neccessary to study the process of evolution of
the Rasa-concepts, beginning from its earliest origin, right upto the
views of ‘the later writers on Rasa’; which would find place in
chapters of the “Higher Textual Criticism” of the work in Vol. IIL

The plan of the MS. In constituting a text from a single MS,
an editor has to cross all possible hurdles. There is no exception so far
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as our case is concerned. As there is no other extant variant before
us, we have no other alternative, but to depend entirely upon the
single MS.—that we have, its source literature, and the contemporary
literature of the similar concept, available in Sanskrit and other
modern Indian languages.

As the principle of the Vaisnava Erotics differs fundamentally from
the concept of the orthodox Erotics, we would henceforth call it ‘the
Divine Erotics’ or ‘the Moksa sgﬁgﬁra'. The works on ‘the Divine
Erotics’, in what-so-ever regional languages they would have been
composed, have some common characteristics, and their plans have more
or less been woven in a similar texture and technique. In spite of the
difference in the source, in the subject and in the language, the works
on ‘the Divine Erotics’ are undoubtedly indebted to the Pre-Caitanya
Rasa-concept. as discussed mainly by Bharata, Anandavardhana
Rudrabhatta, Bhoja, Visvanitha, Bhanudatta, Sudeva end others. In
Volume II we shall discuss the gradual development of the
Vaisnava Rasa-concept, and the contribution of Vaispava rhetoricians
to the refinement of Indian literary criticism.

The planning of the Rasacandriki directly resembles the plan of
the Rasikapriya of Kesavadasa—who, in his turn, is indebted to Rudra~
bhatta's Srngara-tilaka.

In addition to its original source in Sanskrit and Hindi literature,
we find some works of similar nature in the Bengali Vaisnava
literature. They also deal generally with some similar topics of
‘the Divine Erotics’, but none of them can claim to be its direct
source. This comparative list of topics as described in the Rasacandrika,
the Rasikapriya of Keéavaddsa and the Rasa-kalpavalli of Ramagopala-
dasa — a contemporary Bengali work of similar nature, exposes
the nature of the Text. Both the texts of the Rasikapriya and the
Rasacandrika have been planned in sixteen chapters, called ‘Prabhava’
and ‘Aloka’ respectively ; but Rasakalpavalli ends in twelve chapters,
called ‘Koraka’.



N

10.

11.

12.
13.
14,
15.

16.

The Rasikapriya
in Hindi.

Pracchanna-prakasa-

sarhyoga-viyoga-
($rngara)varnana.
Nayaka-varnana.
Nayika-bheda.

Darsanavarnana.

Caturvidhadar$ana
(Pracchanna &
Prakasa)
Hava-bhava.
Sambhoga-$rigara.

_Vipralambha.

(Purvaraga.)

Mana-varnana.

Manamocana.

Pravasa-varnana.

Sakhijana-varnana.
Sakhijana-karma.
Navarasa-varpana.
Caturvidha-
kavitva-vrtti.
Rasa-anarasa-
yarnana

[ xxii ]
The Rasacandrika
in Sanskrit,

Chapters

Srhgara-varnana.

Nayaka-varnana.
Nayika-bheda.

Darsanavarnana.

Caturvidhadarsana
(Pracchanna &
Prakasa)
Hava-bhava .

Sambhoga-$rngara.

Vipralambha.
(Parvaraga.)

Mana-varnana.

Mianamocana.

Pravasa-varnana.

Sakhijana-varnana.
Sakhijana-karma.
Navarasa-varnana.
Caturvidha-
kavitva-vrtti,
Rasarasa-varnana.

The Rasakalpavall:
in Bengali.

Mangalacarana

(etc.)

Niyakalaksana.
Attendants of the
Nayika etc.
Bhava. (discussed
in chap."VI of
R.P.&R.C)
Nayikavarnana.

Vipralamabha.
Anuraga-bhava.
Astanayika-
vibhaga, (descri-
bed in chap. VIL
of RP.& R.C)
Viraha-bhava-
uddipana.
Sambhoga-
vivarana.
(R. C. VID)
Nana-lila. (vari-
ous love-plays,
R.C.IX)
Grantha-samapti

X

X

X
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The subject’ of the Text, its place in the realm of ‘Divine
Erotics ; its contribution to Indian Eroticism, and its philosophy
of Life and Love, should find place in chapters of the “Textual
Criticism” ; vol. II.

Palaeography :—No uniformity in the characters of Indian scripts
was possible till the modern printing system had been introduced.
Characters of the Indian scripts always vary according to the
difference of time, place and the habit of a scribe. No exception we
may expect in the case of our MS. also. The habit of our scribe's
writing is generally bold and legible. It is an ‘auto-type’ MS, and
it had been transcribed in the end of the 17th. century, when the
Bengali character of scripts had not come to this present shape—
what we follow now-a-days. The palacographic survey of the north
Indian scripts belonging to the Brahmi family, reveals that Bengali
.and Nagari characters had possibly come into the practice of writing
in between 8th century A. D. and 11th century A. D. from the Kutila
or the Gupta-brahmi origin! Some other off-shoots of the common
stem—i. e. Newari, Kaithi, Maithili, Assamese etc. bearing some
common characteristics, came into practice approximately during the
time mentioned above,—one or two centuries earlier or later. It is,
therefore, obvious that one may find uniformity and some common
characteristics among the other off-springs of the same family. Our
scribe had an aptitude to write some letters nearly in the same habit
as they were in the practice of writing in other characters of the
common stock. The letters, a. tya, T, etc. as written in our MS., may
resemble the same letters of the Nagari character. In addition to
his personal style of writing, the scribe writes some letters in such a
manner that they are very difficult to distinguish. The following list
will show some such irregularities :

ku= nga. u=da. la=na.
ddha=dda. . nor=ntr. tu=tta.
kr=hr. t(of t(of nta=Ita.
B.S)= N.S)
dya=dha, nna=nva. . mu=mma.
ccha=cha. bhu=gu. sakhi = sakha.
hya =stu. $va =4ca. (no upper curve of the
‘I’-sign).

1. Ind. Pal p. 62.70. 77,
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The word ‘sarala’ ( innocent ) is generally spelt with ‘s’; but the
scribe has the special fascination to write it with ‘4", Though the
Sanskrit dictionary approves the both of the spellings®, yet the word
‘Sarala’ generally means a ‘devadaru’ tree ( a species of pine ). The
scribe does not always strictly observe symmetry in writing. The same
letter is frequently. written in different styles in different places. In
spite of all these irregularities, the doubtful readings of the text have
been re-constituted on the basis of its source books, and the lacunae
have been emended with due regard to the rules of Sanskrit
Prosody and the spirit of the subject-matter, wherever possible.
These emendations, have been bracketed just in their right positions.

As the author had been asked to compose a work on Indian
Erotics as occurred in the Rasika-priya, he had, possibly, strictly
followed the command of his patron and the direction of the source
literature. In an artificial poetry, justice to the spirit of Poesy is not,
always expected. Ambiguity, superfluity and ornamentation are the
fashion of the decadent literature. We have tried to explain such
irregularities in Sanskrit under footnotes in each page of the text on
the light of the source and contemporary literature.

The source of the MS. The source of the Rasacandrika has been
traced out in two early texts. One is the Srigara-tilaka of Rudrabhatta
in Sanskrit, and the other is the Rasikapriya of Kavindra Kesava-
dasa in Hindi. So far the erotic principles are concerned, Kesavadasa
directly follows Rudrabhatta ; but he may claim originality in his
illustrations and examples. Madhustdana Kavindra is indebted to
both of them, in both the cases, which we shall discuss in detail in the
chapters on Keéavadasa and Madhustudana. Keas$vadasa occupies the
third place among the mahakavis (great poets) of Hindi literature.®
He is particularly known as ‘a writer of difficult poems.” A very
common hearsay, in the realm of Hindi literature, describes him as
‘the ghost of stiffer poems.” A funny appreciation of Kesavadasa's
witty merit says that if anybody likes to deprive a scholar of his
lue honorarium, he may ask him to explain Ke$avadasa's poems.® As

Sabda. kal. Vol. V. p. 29.

R. P.P. Intro. p. 4. udagana kesavadasa.

ibid. »  Intro. p. 4 kathina kavya ke preta.

ibid. " ,, kavi ko dina na cahai bidai puche keéava
ki kavital.

SRR
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Madhustudana Kavindra directly follows the foot-prints of Keéavadasa.
It is obvious that he should also suffer from the same deficiencies. The
decadent literature cannot claim much originality. Social injustice
and political unrest so paralysed the way of life of the age that it
left very little scope for the spontaneous flow of Poesy. On the
other hand, artificial and professional compositions to please a petty
chief, according to the taste of the time, had then been encouraged
when Poesy became a prisoned lark. Madhustdana Kavindra was
directed by his patron to write a poem on the ‘Divine Erotics’
in Sanskrit as described in the Rasikapriya. It was, therefore, incum-
bent that the Rasacandrika should suffer from all the deficiencies,
which had crept in Kesavadasa's works. Attention of the author of
the Rasacandrika had possibly been drawn to maintain the spirit, style
and texture of the Rasikapriya. The text of the Rasacandrika also
witnesses ample evidences of such irregularities. They are so
common that only a few had ventured to comment on Keéavadasa’s
works® in the field of Hindi literature. In spite of all these
adversities, the Rasikapriya of Kesavadasa had earned a good reputa-
tion among the scholars of Sanskrit. The earliest commentary on the
Rasikapriya was in Sanskrit by ‘Samartha’—a disciple of S_ri Ratna-
mani in 1698 A. D.”

In addition to the direct source of the Rasacandrika, there are
some indirect sources, which have stimulated the Erotic-concept of
the author. The names of Anandavardhana, Bhoja, Prakasavarsa,
Sirhhabhupala, Saradatanaya, Viévanatha, Bhanudatta, Rupa-gosvamin,
Jivagosvamin and Kavi Karnaptra, may be chiefly referred to in
this connexion. As the major portion of the text has been
devoted to rhetorical and psychological aspects and analysis of the
heroine,—her nature, function and attendants, it would be in the fitness
of things to exhibit a chart, showing the uniformity cf ideas, which
have filtered down from Rudrabhatta to Mdhustidana Kavindra.

The subject of the MS.

The Rasacandrika is a text of the ‘Divine Erotics' of the later
Vaisnava Poetics, that germinates in Anandavardhana and Rudrata,

6. ibid. Intro. p.4,5, 46
7. ibid. " p. 46.
d
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sprouts up in Rudrabhatta, spreads out the foliage and branches in
Bhoja, blossoms in Bhanudatta and lastly bears luscious fruits in
Rupagosvamin, The Rasa-concept of Rudrata so much influenced
Rudrabhatta that not only it misled some modern historians to count
both of them to be identical, but similar convention had also been
marked in some later traditional scholars. Pundarika Ramesvara, a
16th century rhetorician® quotes the verse of the nine-rasa-concept
from Rudrabhatta’s Srngaratilaka® and refers to the same, as
occurring in the Sragaratilaka of Rudratdcarya, who practically
believed in ten-rasa-concept including the Preyas, and whose work is
known as the Kavyalankara.! Pupdarika Rames$vara also believes the
twofold nature of the Erotic, —Pracchanna and Prakasa. But his
concept of the twofold realisation does not fully agree with that of
Madhustdana's concepts of Pracchanna and Prakasa. He formulates
that “the concealed love in union’ is that particular love, which is
relished in secrecy ; and ‘the exposed love in union’ is quite opposite
toit.™ Possibly he is indebted to Bharata, Bhoja and Rupagosvamin
for this view.l? The Rasasindhu suffers from the same deficiency
as the other contemporary works of the decadent period usually do.
It may be considered as an analogical survey or the compilation
of the traditional Rhetorics which have streamed down from
Abhinavagupta upto Pundarika-Rameévara. He generally sums up
the common rhetorical concepts of all prominent writers, especially
of Bhoja, Mammata-bhatta, Piyusavarsa-Jayadeva, Visvanatha,
Bhanudatta etc. The text of the Rasa-sindhii is planned in
fourteen chapters, and deals mainly with those topics, which had

8. De. Vol I, p. 289
9. (a) Sr.T. LO érngarahasyakaruna ... nava kavye rasah
smrtah//
(b) R. Sin. Fol. 46. §rngarahasyakaruna...nava kavye rasah smr-
tah//

10. K. Alam. XIL 3. $ragaravira...preyaniti mantavya rasah sarve.//
11. R. Sin. Fol. 47.
12. Sr. Pra. XIL p. 32, 37. atha prakasanuragah...svakiyavisayah ;
" evam pracchannanurdgo'pi...parangand-
visayah. '
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been discussed in the Rasamafijari and the Rasatarangini of Bhanu-
datta. The Hindi commentary on the Rasatarangini by Pandit
Jivanatha Ojha, of Jayapur, directly echoes the facts, as discussed in
the Rasasindhu.!® In addition to the main theme of the ‘Divine Erotics’,
some relative topics which knit the texture of our text are being
analysed below :

(i) The Prasasti. ( The glorification.) The Prasasti of the
Nadia dynasty, that covers at least the two-third of the first aloka
( chapter ), supplies some unknown data to the history of Bengal.
It represents a panoramic chronology of the Nadia dynasty, and its
contributions towards the social and cultural development of the
country. It also supplies a few new facts to solve the vexed problem,
regarding the patronage and the date of composition of the Padanka-
data.

(ii) The erotic concept of the later Vaisnava-Poetics.

It is the churned cream of the ‘Moksasrngara’ (the Divine Erotics)
refined consecutively by Bhoja, Bhanudatta, Rupagosvamin, Kavi
Karndpura and others. Divine eroticism is basically a parti-
cular change in the mind of a blessed devotee. It is the
inconceivable and transcendental love of Sri Radha and Sri Krspa.!*
Sri Radha, according to the Vaisnava Faith, is herself the embodiment
of the Hladini-éakti or the Mahabhava,!® and Sri Krsna himself is the
image of ‘the Divine Erotics.'® The author of the Rasacandrika,
ordinarily deals with the orthodox nine-rasa-concept; but the
mono-rasa-concept of Bhoja and Rupagosvamin haunted his mind.
He believes that the Erotic is the hero of the Rasa-family?’ and
deserves first consideration, The other rasas, may, therefore, be

13. R. Tara. Hindi, Com. Jivanatha ojha, Venkate$vara Press,
Bombay, 1956.
14. R.C. vi. 18. yo radhakrsnayoh prem3 érngararasa eva sa/
15. (a) Obscure p. 125.
(b) Cai. ca. Madhya. p. 216. sei mahabhavamayl (rupa) radha
thakurani/
16. Kr. Karna. I. 91. p. 56. érigararasasarvasvam $ikhipucchavibhd-
sanam/
17. (2) R.C. I.18. sarvapradhanam érngarah...
() $r. T. L20. ......4rhgaro nayako rasah/
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treated as attendants to the hero Sragara. He, thus, indirectly
welcomes Riupagosvamin’s concept of Rasa, suggesting the two major
divisions of it, the mukhya (the main) and the gauna (the subsidiary).

(iii) The two-fold realisation of Rasa ; The concept of Pracchanna
and Prakasa ( implicit and explicit realisation of Rasa ) as explained
psychologically in the Rasacandrika and its source literature, the
Rasikapriya, covers nearly the entire field of the Vaisnava Erotics
of the later period. It is not strictly limited to the concepts of the
‘love-in-union’, and the ‘love-in-separation’ ; but the othetr constituents
of Rasa come within the limit of the two-fold realisation. Thus, the
hero, the heroine, their natures, functions, feelings, attendants, all have
two-fold expressions, implicitly and explicity . All these are to be dis-
cussed in the relevant chapters.

(iv) The hero and the heroine: (a) In the Divine Erotics, as
tasted by Vaisnava saint-poets, there is no other hero than Sri Krsna
Himself. Nature and characteristics of a hero—which have been
explained there, are nothing but His own different natures and attri-
butes, as are necessary to satisfy the desire of different types of
heroines who are practically either the hymns of Vedas, or the
heavenly maids, or the transmigrated divine souls of the pious
sages.!®

(b) Heroines, in the Divine Erotics, are many in number. The
Rasacandrika primarily counts them to be 363 in the chapters III and
VIL" and ultimately accepts them as innumerable.?* The Rasamafjari
counts them as 1152. In addition to the traditional classification of a
heroine, Kesavadasa and Madhustidana, both believe in the psycho-
physiological distinctions of a heroine, as illustrated in the Indian
Science of Erotics propagated by Vatsayana and others. A few ortho-
dox rhetoricians have slightly touched the point. They have mainly

18. Padma. Patalakhanda. gopyastu $rutayo jlieya...na manusyah
kathaficana.//

19. R.C. VII, 42. svakiya vanita ya hi trividha varpitatra s3,/
parakiya dvidhaiva syadastadhapyastadha ca sa//

20. R.C. VIL 43 tridha tatha bhaved yosiduttama madhyama-
dhama/ :
trisasthyadhikasamkhyatrifatidha  prasphutah
striyah//



[ xxx ]

discriminated the psychological aspects of a heroine, but they are not
much inquisitive to their physiological characteristics. The Vaispava
rhetoricians have weighed them on the scale of the “mind-body-
parallelism” or on the “psycho-physiological balance.”

(v) Agtagranthi : In connection with the justification of the con-
duct of a hero, the reference to “astagranthi”, or the eight physio-
psychological knots of one’s own personality,—i. e. (i) mind, (ii) word,
(i) work, (iv) laugh, (v) look, (vi) action, (vii) cleverness or
efficiency and (viii) covetousness—is a new approach to the study of
the human character which is referred to by Ke$avadasa to justify
the conduct of the obstinate hero.® To explain the behaviour of an
implicit type of a dhrstanayaka ( the obstinate hero ) Kedavadasa
describes that nothing can help an impertinent one, who is completely
spoiled by eight knots? Madhustidana Kavindra and Kesavadasa
both have explained ‘astagranthi’ as to be the eight important knots
of behaviourism.”® These are the eight-fold essential factors of the
human behaviour, which build up one’s own character and constitute
his personality.

(vi) The Parakiya nayik@ occupies a very important position in
the Vaisnava Erotics. The love to a parakiya nayika, according to the
orthodox concept of love, comes under the category of abhasa ( fall-
acious appearance ) but, due to its rich suggestiveness it has been
appreciated to be the best type of Poesy® if not, the finest examples
of the ‘uttama kavya’ ( the poetry of the first grade ) should fall under
the category of abhasa. Bharata, as quoted by Rupagosvamin, counts
the secret love, as a very rare thing in the domain of Love and

21. R.C. II.17. mano vakyah ca karma'pi hasyam drstirgatis-
tatha/
caturyaturate caiva ityastau granthayah smrtah//

22. R.P. II.15 mami piyai inki meri mai ko hain athahun gantha

A athaye/.

23, ibid. II.16. manasa baci karmania bihasani citavani lekhi
calani caturi aturi athau gantha bisesi./

24, K.P. Com. p. 20-21 yadyapyayarh rasabhasah...uttamar

kavyameva sa/
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Literature?® It should be discussed in the relevant chapters,
how the concept of the Madhura-rasa of the Neo-Rasa-cult,
which 1is sufficiently impregnated with the  thought of the
‘Parakiya’, infused new blood to the orthodox concept of
Rasa. The concept of the Madhura-rasa is the finding of
meditation and selfless devotion of the Vaispava saint
poets. They are not in the position to recognise the sensuous
eroticism of the traditional thought. The super-sensuous amorous
love-play of the Divine Couple, which is beyond the Quietistic
sentiment, is their aim ; and the Vaispava-concept of the Parakiya
plays an important role to the development of the Madhurarasa.
Sri Radha, who herself is the metamorphic body of the Mahabhava,
is regarded, according to the Vaisnava-faith, as Sviya and Parakiya
both. She is the Sviya as to be the blissful other-half of the ‘Supreme
One’ in the svardpa-lila (the transcendental-life), but she is the
Parakiya as to be the sweet-heart of SriKrsna in the avataralila (the
metamorphic life.?” In support of this view, Jivagosvamin, comment-
ing on the Ujjvalanilamani refers to a verse from Sudeva's work
(Rasavilasa ?). He affirms that ‘the reason,— why the love to an
unlawful beloved (parakiya) is not to be appreciated as the principal
sentiment (or the mukhyarasa) in a kavya (poetry) by the orthodox
scholars of Sanskrit Poetics, is that the unlawful ( parakiya)
love,—which does not relate to the bevies of Gopis of Vrndavana,
can never be the soul of Poesy'.?® This view has been doubly
supported in the commentary on the Priti-sandarbha.® It should
be noted in this connection that a samanya-vanitd (a harlot) has
no place as a parakiya in the Vaisnava literature.

Kavindra Keéavadasa and Kavindra Madhustidana have interpreted
the parakiya-concept of the Vaisnava-cult from quite a different

25. Uj. nil. I.15,16. bahu varyate yatah khalu...manmathasya
parama3 ratib/
laghutvamatra yat...$vadarthamavatarini//
26. Cai. ca. Madhya. 216. vide, ref no. 15 (b)
27. Obscure. p. 124-126.
28. Uj. niL I.16. Com. nestd yadangini rase...angini rase tu na
: syat.
29. Sat, san. Priti. 65. 123,
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angle of view. It is practically an interesting hypothesis of the
Parakiya-concept. Keéavadasa defines that ‘the beloved of the
Supreme One, who is beyond anything and everything, and yet well-
known in the world, is called Parakiya. The poet, thus very
cleverly solves the vexed question of decorum in the common
Parakiya-concept.’®* Madhustidana Kavindra does not here follow
blindly his source literature. He defines fhat ‘the particular heroine
of the Lover may be atrributed as a Parakiya, who is the utmost
beloved one and who supersedes all other beloveds in merit of
love, and is known widely as such in the world’.®! In spite of the good
hold of the Parakiya-concept in Indian Literature, the problem
of its propriety has been all along acute to reconcile between the
two contradictory views, while both the Kavindras offer a new
philosophical interpretation that may be appreciated by all. Madhu-
stidana Sarasvati observes that the nature of love, subjected to the
worldly relations, either in its true sense, or in literature, is not the
same with the love, dealt with in the Vaisnava Literature. It is
too small like a glow-worm in comparison to the “Divine Love” that
shines like the Sun. Our sacred treatise regards it as the ‘Paramount
Soul'—the unfathomable reservoir of infinite happiness.3?

(VIID) Rati is rhetorically explained as to be the dominant love-feeling,
which matures up to the erotic sentiment with the mutually combined
special relation of vibhava, anubhava and saficaribhava. It is some-
times interpreted to be the amorous love-play of implicit and
explicit nature, according to the Visnava concept of love. Ke$avadasa
and Madhusudana classify it into two categorical distinctions :—
‘vahyarati’ and antararati. Kesavadasa sub-divides each of the two

30. R.P. IIL 67. savaten para parasiddha...purane loi/.
31. R.C. IIL 76. ya priya syacca jagati...

32. Bh.rasa. IL p. 77-78. kantadivisaya va ye rasadyastatra nedréam
rasatvarh pusyate pirnasukhasparsitva-
karanat/ pariptrnarasih ksudrarasebhyo
bhagavadratih/ khadyotebhya ivaditya-
prabheva  balavattarah// paramananda
itmaiva rasa ityahuragamah/ $abdatas-
tadabhivyaktiprakaro'yarm pradarsitah//
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into seven kinds.?® But Kesdavadasa's concept of the antara-rati is not
so refined as that of Madhustudana’s. The seven kinds of the antararati
as suggested by Kesavadasa are nothing but the seven physical feats
of the sexual intercourse. Madhustidana accepts the view of
Kesavadasa secondarily, but he gives priority to the Vaispava-concept
of Rati3* The vahyarati as explained, is tasted by four kinds of
gross sensual experiences i e. (i) eager look, (ii) touch of the body,
(iii) kiss, (iv) and marks of teeth and nails, and the antararati is the
five kinds of the passive realisation of love, or the mental reaction
of love, i. e. (i) recollection, (ii) hearing ot his name and qualities,
(iii) painting of his picture ; (iv) curiosity to enjoy his company,
(v) and chanting of his exalted attributes.’® The orthodox Poetics
counts some of them in the categories of anubh3ava and vyabhicari-
bhiva but the Vaisnava Poetics evaluates them separately as to be
some essential agencies to relish love.

(viii) Agstanayika : The concept of astan3yika in the Vaispava
literature has possibly come from the Tantric literature, which believes
in the eight-fold manifestations of the ‘Paramount Energy, or Durga,
who is also regarded as the inner spirit of Lord Srikrsna.®® But the asta-
nayikas of the the Vaispava Faith are the eight varieties of a nayika,
i. e. (i) Svadhina-patika ( a heroine with the absolute control over
the husband) ; (ii) Utka ( a heroine, who waits eargely for the lover);
(iii) Vasakasajjita ( a heroine, who passionately waits and looks at
the bed-room) ; (iv) Abhisandhita ( a heroine, who chastises the lover
in pride, but doubly repents to do so ) ; (v) Khandita ( whom a false
lover meets at the day-break ) ; (vi) Vipralabdha ( a heroine, who
welcomes the lover but suffers rejection ) ; (vii) Progitabhartrka (one,
who waits for the exiled lover ) and (viii) Abhisarika ( one who
herself meets the lover willingly and secretly ). The abhisarika has

33, R.P. IIL 41, 42. (a) 3lingana cumbana parasa mardana dana...
bahirati sata sujana//
(b) thiti tiryak...s&ta 3antarati samujhiyai
kesavarai sujana//
34. R.C. (a) III. 49. 3linganarh cumbanamardane......
(b) IIL 59. sthitistiryak sammukhafica......
35. R.C. IIIL 45, 46, 47, 50.
36. Br.sam. p.18. Srikrspadevata casya durgadhisthatri devata/
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also some other sub-divisions® but Madhustidana only accepts three
main divisions of an abhisarika :— (i) the premabhisarika, (ii) the
garvabhisarika and (iii) the kamabhisarika. They are also of
two-fold natures, the implicit and the explicit.®® These are not practi-
cally the independent identities of a nay:ba, but are the different
natures and conditions ( avastha ) of a heroine. Riupagosvimin has
called them avastha or conditions of all sits of nayika® under parti-
cular circumstances.

(ix) The Bhava, as defined by Keéavadasa and Madhustudana,
is the particular kind of mental changes, which find expressions
through the channels of face, eyes and speech.’® It may be regarded
to be the first appeal of passion in one's own mind.** This view is
also supported with the views of Bhoja, Saradatanaya and Viévanatha.
Madhustidana only presents a brief list of them and avoids detailed
descriptions as they are in the other texts of the Erotic literature i. e.
the Srigaraprakasa and the Sarasvati-kanthabharana of Bhoja, and
the Rasamafijari and the Rasatarangini of Bhanudatta. It is curious
‘that the author of the Rasacandrikda and his ideal Kesavadasa, both
primarily accept the nine-rasa concept but they refer only to the
eight sthiyins and omit the ninth one, the Sama or the Nirveda.®
Peace or Indifference, ( i. e. Sama or Nirveda ), the dominant feeling
of the Santa, has possibily been supposed to be a different type of
feeling, quite opposite to the eight common dominant feelings i. e.
love, pathos etc. as the Sinta appears in the jyubta-viyubta state
of a mind, when a votary partially enjoys the heavenly bliss and is
partially linked up with worldly pleasure and pain, and makes a bridge
between the prakrta-rasa of the orthodox concept, and the aprakriarasa

37. R. mahdj. 171-181.
38. R.C. VII 30-41. prematah kamato yati...sa bhavedabhisarika/
39. Uj.nik p. 192. athavasthagtakarm sarvanayikanarm nigadyate/.

40. R.C. VILi ananeksanavacam hi vartmana prasphutibhavan/
. vikaro manaso yo'tra tam bhavam kavayo viduh//
41. R.S. I.48 nirvikarasya cittasya bhavah syadadivikriya/

42. (a) R.P. VL 9. rati hansi aru §oka —sada thai bhava samana/
(b) R. C. VL. 12. ratih smitafica $okasca krodhotsahau bhayam
tatha/ ninda vismaya evaite sthayibhavah pra-
kirtitah//
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of the Vaisnava-concept. The Santa-rasa is neither a worldly
aesthetic experience nor completely a heavenly one but the both;
as the Santa comes first among the five sub-divisions of the Mubhya-
bhahti-rasa, which will be discussed in the relevant chapters of
the ‘Study’.

(x) The Havas are the subtle psychic factors of amorous feelings
appreciated highly in the orthodox Poetics as well as in the Vaispava
Poetics. They are the wistful, poignant and conscious expression of
love with the significant movement of eyes, eye-brows, the neck etc.'®
The Rasacandrika explains it as a wilful exposure of the Bhava.
They are so called as they attract lovers by wistful gestures. The
traditional Rhetorics counts them ten i. e. (i) hla, (ii) wilasa
(iii) wicchitti, (iv) wvibhrama, (v) kila-kificita, (vi) mottayita,
(vii) kuttamita, (viii) wvibboka (ix) ldlita, (x) and vikrta.** Bhoja calls
it vihrta and adds some more like kridita, hela, bhava etc. and cate-
gorises them in cesta ( behaviour ).** The Vaisnava poetics rejects the
vikrta-hava and adds four more,—i. e. (i) hela, (ii) mada. (iii) vikyti
and (iv) bodhaka, and thus makes them thirteen in number. Rupa-
gosvamin accepts the wvikrta-h@va. In addition to these havas he
traces out a few more and includes them in anubh2va.'®* The Vaisnava
rhetoricians practically deal with only those feelings and actions
which are generally discussed in the Vaisnava literature.

(xi) Darsan1 is considered as one of the main constituents of
the vahyarati. It is ordinarily interpreted as a look or a glance,
but, philosophically, it suggests ‘Perception’ in general. The concept
of darsana, according to the Vaisnava Poetics, differs from the logical
concept of darfana. It is perceived in four-fold process—(i) the
direct perception or the visual perception, (ii) audio-perception, (iii)
the dream-perception, (iv) and the pictorial perception.” They are

43. R.S. 1.193. grivarecakasamyukta...sa hava iti kathyate/
44, R C VI. 13. (a) vide. ref. no. 40.
(b) ...bhavaprabhavena hava utpadyate param/

45. SXK.A.p. 533-537. gvalyakaumarayauvanasadharagav:haravxéesah

kriditam,
hela havaéca bhavaéca...cesta kacid vilasinam./

46. Uj.nil. p. 500-545. N
47. R.C, 1V.2 siksaddarsanamekfica dvitiyarh citritesanam/
svapneksanath trtiyafica turiyam srutisambhavam//
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very much appreciated by the Vaisnava aesthetes ( rasikas ), as they
are the psycho-physical channels to satisfy the desire of a loving couple.
The direct perception mitigates sleep and hunger and gradually affects
the physical beauty.®® In the audio-perception, a heroine, having heard
the striking qualities and the talk of the uncommon beauty of a hero,
forgets everything.®® The dream perception is always of the concealed
nature, and it never comes to the exposed condition. The Vaispava
Poetics includes dream and reverie both in it.®® The after-effect of
the pictorial perception of Lord Krsna is so secret and extra-ordinarily
sublime, that it never comes within the range of the verbal expres-
sion.”! These psycho-physical aspects may also be relished implicitly
and explicitly.

(xii) Action and Union: The action—that expresses the mutual
love, the devices— that a heroine plays to charm her lover, and the
persons and the places that help them to unite together, are defined
and illustrated as to be the important factors of the exposed
and secret love-play. Among the common devices to draw
attention of the lover, self-messengership and ‘abhisara’ ( wilful
approach ) are to be considered the finest ways of the love-play.
These are the special characteristics of a parakiya and are also
relished by the two-fold realisation of Pracchanna and Prakaéa.’

(xiii) Dasadasa—are the ten delicate and pathetic conditions of
a heroine, and are appreciated highly in the Vaisnava literature. They
are (i) desire( abhilasa ), (ii) pondering (cinta), (iii) description of
qualities (gunakathana), (iv) remembrance (smrti) (v) anxiety
(udvega), (vi) delirium (sampralapa). (vii) madness (unmada) (viii)

48, R.C. 1V.3. atha saksiddarsanavastha-kathanam.
nidra kasudha vapuh-kanti...bhavejjanati ko hi tat/
49. R.C. IV.17. atha éravanadardanalaksapam.
$ilarupagunan buddhva...taddhi éravanadaranam/
50 R.C. IV.14. atha svapnadarsanalaksanam.
pracchannarh sarvada yacca...tat svapnadaréanarh/
viduh//
51. R.C. IV. 9. citritasya harervyaktakamakalpatarorgatih/
gudhaticitramtudhasya vacyatvarh nadhigacchati//
52. R.C.V.18. (a) yada kathamapi kvapi milatista-dvayam na hi/
tada svabudhibalatah svayarh ghatayatiha tat//
(b) V1L 30. vide—ref. no. 38
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disease (vyadhi), (ix) dullnes (jadata) and (x) death (mrti).»® The
Rasacandrika counts one morte bhaya (fear), which ordinarily makes
them eleven. Possibly the word ‘maranam’ is here used as an adjec-
tive of the word ‘bhaya’ (fear), suggesting ‘the fear of death. The
fear of death in the ‘love-in-separation,’ has earned a very good posi-
tion in the Vaisnava lyrics. Bhoja and Vidyanatha count them twelve
in a different way. They are—(i) visual charm, (ii) mental attraction,
(iii) determination (iv) delirium, (v) wakefulness, (vi) weakness,
(vil) detestation, (viii) shamelessness, (ix) disease, (x) madness,
(xi) senselessness, and (xii) death. The Dasarupaka is also in
favour of ten, but it also admits them innumerable, according to the
tastes and uses of great poets.®® The Bhavaprakisana also counts
them ten or twelve including jadya and marana.

(xiv) Mana or Pride is another important factor of the Vaispava
Erotics. It is a kind of pride of extraordinary nature, and is condi-
tioned by the three successive grades — (i) the light, (ii) the medium
and (iii) the heavy. Each of them is realised in two-fold realisation-—
pracchanna and prakaéa.®® To ward off mana ( the pride ) forti-

53. (a) S. D. I1I. 194. abhilasascinta smrti...mrtiriti da$atra kamadasa/
(b) R. P. VIIL. 9. abhilasa suscinta gunakathana...hota marana
puni apa/
54. (a) R. C. VIILI, 10, abhilasasca cinta ca gunoktih smrtireva ca/...
‘ bhayafica maranaficaiva prokta dasadasa ime//
(b) SKA p. 584- (i) caksupriti, (ii) manahsanga, (iii) sankalpa,
587 (iv) pralapa, (v) jagara, (vi) karéya, (vii) arati,
(viii) lajjatyaga, (ix) vyadhi, (x) unmida,
(xi) murch3, (xii) marana.
55.(a) Dasa. IV. 55. dasadha madanavastha bhaveddvadasadhapi va/
(b) Bh. pra. dasavasthatvamicaryaih...dréyate tadantata/

jadyarh marapamityddye dve kaiscid varjite
budhaih//

'56. R. C.IX. 1-2. purpapremaprabhivena yo'bhimanah samuddha-
vet/

tacchaveh $obhayamanah kavibhih paribhasyate//
gurulaghumadhyamanarh...priysh prati ca priyah
sajfianak/ :
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fied in the heart of a heroine, the Rasacandrika adopts the four well:
known devices of Politics —i. e. (i) sama ( treaty ) (ii) dana
( presentation or bribery ), (iii) bheda ( negotiation or duplicity ),
and (iv) danda (punishment). " The love-play is sometimes compared
in Indian literature with the battle of love. Since it is a very
delicate conflict, the policy of danda, should, on no account,- be
applied in it. In addition to these four general policies, the Vaispava
Poetics includes three more devices to ward off mana 1i. e. (i) Pranati
( bowing down to the heroine's feet), (ii) Upeksa (indifferent attitude,
and (iii) Prasangaviddhvarmsa (setting aside, either due to fear or
forgetting or unbalanced mind ). The policy of Pranati is strictly
limited only to a hero, otherwise it may harm the beauty of Rasa.’’
These are not the new policies, devised by the Vaisnava Poetics.
Some of them are also traced in the Natyasastra.’®

(xv) Priti-bhiti (love and awe) Mana is a very delicate instrument’
in the conflict of love. It should not be exercised indiscriminately.
It must not change into hatha (obstinacy). Awe and love are the two
inter-dependent feelings. There is no love, if there is no reverential
fear, and if there is no reverence, love is impossible. Impertinence
or obstinacy can never peep out if the heart is filled up with reverence.
Extravagance, foppishness, pride, ill-treatment, excitement, passion etc.
may create indifference, in the heart of a lover towards a beloved.®®

(xvi) The Karuna-rasa. It is not an extra sentiment other than
the nine traditional rasas. The Karuna-vipralambha-rigara ( pathos
of the ‘love-in-separation’ ) is here specially termed as Karuna.
Karuna and karuna are quite different sentiments. The dominant
feeling of Karuna is Soka ( pathos ), and the dominant feeling of
Karuna is love. When the anxiety to meet rises up to the climax,
and no hope of re-union is traceable at hand, — it is specially called

57. R.C. X.21-29. priyapade nipatyaiva premato manayet priyam/
m3anah prapnoti yat sa prasangaviddhvarsa
iritah//

58. Kane p. 37.

59. R.C. X.39. vina pritiath bhayarh na syat pritirna syad bhayarh
vina/pritirbhististhato yena manasya ritireva sif/
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the Karuna rasa®® The Vaisnavas, who believe in the eternal union of
Radhz and Krsna, are not in the position to believe in complete separa-
tion. They take it as a kind of ‘hide-and-seek’ play of love. Lord
Krsna Himself.is the embodiment of Truth, Beauty, Bliss and Happi-
ness. The question of pain, therefore, does not arise at ail in the
transcendental love. In aloka I, the Rasacandrikd reads Karuna
for Karuna. This is not the ‘Karuna-vipralambha' but the Karuna-
rasa, the Pathetic with its dominant feeling $oka® (pathos).

(xvii) The attendants and their functions © Sakhis or the attendants
of the heroine occupy an important position in the Indian Erotics.
Apart from their ordinary duties of attending to the heroine, they not
only advise the heroine in the delicate love-affairs, but sometimes act
as messengers to unite the Holy-consorts. Attendants of a heroine,
generally, come from all classes and orders of the society.®® They
are — the nurse (dhatri), the house-wife (jan?), the barbar's wife
(napitt), the actress (natt), the neighbour (prativesini), the gardener'’s
wife (malakarint) the betel-seller’s wife (tambula-karint), the artisan's
wife ( Silpini ) the bangle-seller’s wife ( jatukabharana-karini ), the
washermaid ( ramajant ), the goldsmith's wife ( svarpa-sitra-karini),
the nun ( sannyasini) and the weaver's wife ( patta-sitra-kirini ).
It is not that they are always either paid or are constant com-
panions of the heroine, but they have always an easy access to
the houses of the heroines under pretexts of their individual trades.
Under the disguise of their professional badge, they often carry
secret messages to either of the consorts. It is nice to witness—that
the message they convey, and the duty they discharge, bear the
distinct marks of their individual trades in the 1llustrations of the
Rasacandrika, aloka, xii.

(xviii) The field of Vaisnava Erotics : The appreciation of
Vaispava Erotics is not limited either to a certain age, or to a
particular class. The four classes or the castes (varnas) and the
four @sramas (the stages of life) have the equal right to relish it, as

60. R.C.XI 1. yatra sarvasukhopayamstyaktvaiti karuni rasah,/
tatraiva jayate yatra svasminnakulata tatha//
61. Ibid. I.17. érhgarahasye karuni ca. . navaite parikirttita maya//
62. - Ibid. XII. 1-2. dhatri jani napiti ca natl ca prativesini/
eta nayakayoh sakhyam sarvakalam prakurvate//
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it is beyond the sensual and physical experience. A. devout soul of
any caste, creed and age may be blessed to realise it, if his selfless
devotion and sincere service to Him permit to do s0.** It promises
peace and prosperity in this life and assures salvation (kaivalya) and
Happiness at the end.

(xix) The secondary sentiments : The text of the Rasacandrika had
been planned on the ground of the ‘nine-rasa-concept’ in general, but
neither could it overcome the influence of Rupagosvamin's ‘mono-
rasa-concept” nor could it ignore the aesthetic views of Kavi
Karpaplira who had tried his best toreconcile the orthodox sentiments
with the ‘Vaisnava sentiments’. The Rasacandrikd had welcome
the Erotic as to be the hero of the nine-rasa-family.* The worldly
concept of the Erotic (the prakrtasara) is not the subject of the
Rasacandrika. It deals exclusively with the ‘Divine Erotics’ (or the
aprakrtarasa) with its dominant feeling, the love of Sri Radha and
SriKrsna.%® That is possibly why the author of the Rasacandrika has
spared the fifteen-sixteenth part of the text in dealing with
‘Divine Erotics’, and only one chapter for the remaining eight rasas
to which he has attached less importance. He does not categorically
classify Rasa into two grades — the ‘mukhya’ ( main ) and the
‘gauna’ (secondary) as Riipagosvamin had done, but his treatment of
Rasa suggests that he has possibly considered the remaining eight rasas
to be secondary sentiments.

(xx) The Vrtti or the style to deal with Rasa: Indian Poetics
and Dramaturgy equally believe that the certain style should be
followed to delineate a certain sentiment. Accordingly, the Kaisiki-
vriti should be used to compose poems on the Erotic and the Comic ;
the Bharati-vrtti should be followed to elucidate the Heroic, the
Erotic and the Comic ; the Arabhati gives expression to the Furious,
the Energetic and the Disgustful ; and lastly, the Sattvati is applied
to compose poetry of the Energetic, the Heroic and the Quietistic
sentiments. As the opposite style may sometimes disturb the relish,

63. R.C. XVLI 19. vardheta pathadratibodha...
svarthafica vindet paramarthameva...rasa-
candrikayah//
64. Ibid.I. 18. sarvapradhinar $rigaro vistardt sa hi varpyate/
65. Ibid. VI 18.  yo radhiakrspayoh prema épigaro rasa eva sah//
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the fifteenth chapter of the text® especially deals with the four vrttis
mentioned above. :

(xx) Malappropriation of Rasa: The realisation of Rasa is
rhetorically measured on the balance of aucitya ( propriety or
appropriateness). If the constituents of Rasa cross the limit of the
social, moral, legal and religious‘canons, the taste of Rasa may be
purturbed. The hindrance of Rasa may, therefore, be located in four
ways as follows: (1) the ‘pratyanika’ (hostile), (ii) the ‘nirasa’
(without the aesthetic ense), (iii) the ‘virasa’ (unpleasantly affected)
and the ‘dubsandhona’ (linkless). The mixture of the Erotic with
the Disgustful and the Fearful, and the blending of the Heroic with
the Pathetic in a Poetry are called the Pratyanika. The physical
love-affairs without the real love is the nirasa. The love-scene
within the pathos is the virasa. When two opposite rasas are
simultaneously revealed it is the duhsandhana.”

66. R. C. XV,
67. Ibid. XVL
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